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November 4, 1987

Mr. Paul Bunge
1309 Glenwood
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501

Dear Mr. Bunge:

Re: Information on Small Mine Operations, Dolores Placer,
DOE/019/041, Grand County, Utah

It is my understanding that you have a placer mine on the
Dolores River. This mine was previously exempt from the State of
Utah 1975 Mined Land Reclamation Act due to its small size. More
specifically, the 1975 Act stated that any mining operations that
qualified under the following size category were exempt from the
Mined Land Reclamation Act:

" ..less than 500 tons of material are mined in a period of
twelve consecutive months or where less than two acres of
land are excavated or used as a disposal site in a period
of twelve consecutive months...."

The Utah State Legislature modified the Mined Land Reclamation
Act during the 1986 and 1987 general session. In part, the amended
act eliminates the two acre/500 ton exemption and establishes a
"small mining operation" category in its place. Small mining
operations are defined as:

", ..mining operations which disturb or will disturb five or
less surface acres at any given time."

The Division is currently developing rules and regulations
regarding small mine operations. These rules will probably be
implemented sometime in 1988. All active mine operations which were
previously exempt will be required to file at that time under the
provisions of the new law and regulations.
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The new rules will go through a lengthy state-wide public
comment period before they are adopted. This will include at least
one public hearing in Moab which I encourage you to attend. I have
enclosed the current draft form for small mine operations so that
you will have some idea of the approach that we are taking. The
form is general in nature, and we hope that it will tie in well with
the Bureau of Land Management requirements.

Feel free to give me a call if you should have any questions or
need additional information.

Sincq;?ly,
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Frank J. Filas
Reclamation Engineer
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